Oct. 5.]
A saudy desart.
The tradition is, that a giant threw such another stone at his mistress, up to the top of a hill, at a small distance; and that she in return, threw this mass down to him1. It was all
in sport.
'Malo me petit lasciva puellaV
As we advanced, we came to a large extent of plain ground. I had not seen such a place for a long time. Col and I took a gallop upon it by way of race. It was very refreshing to me, after having been so long taking short steps in hilly countries. It was like stretching a man's legs after being cramped in a short bed. We also passed close by a large extent of sand-hills, near two miles square. Dr. Johnson said, ' he never had the image before. It was horrible, if barrenness and danger could be so.' I heard him, after we were in the house of Brcacaclia, repeating to himself, as he walked about the room,
'And smother'd in the dusty whirlwind, dies3.'
Probably he had been thinking of the whole of the simile in Cato, of which that is the concluding line ; the sanely desart had struck him so strongly. The sand has of late been blown over a good deal of meadow, and the people of the island say, that their fathers remembered much of the space which is now covered with sand, to have been under tillage4.
1 Johnson's remark on these stones is curious as shewing that he had not even a glimpse of the discoveries to be made by geology. After saying that' no account can be given' of the position of one of the stones, he continues:—'There are so many important things of which human knowledge can give no account, that it maybe forgiven us if we speculate no longer on two stones in Col.' Works, ix. 122. See ante, ii. 536, for his censure of Brydone's 'anti-mosaical remark.' 3                ' Malo me Galatea petit, lasciva puclla.1
'My Phillis me with pelted apples plies.'
DRYDEN.   Virgil, Eclogues, iii, 64. 3             'The helpless traveller, with wild surprise,
Sees the dry desert all around him rise, And smother'd in the dusty whirlwind dies."
Cato, act ii. sc. 6.
1 Johnson seems unwilling to believe this.    'I am not of opinion
Col's Criticism, 1. 370.
